
List of Volunteer Activities for Eleanor Corcoran and Kate Amstutz 

Kiln Operations 

●​ Loading and Unloading - 3 hours weekly when running the kiln one time per 
week during cold months. 

●​ Requires: Understanding/keeping track of low vs.high fire materials. 

Kiln Repair and Maintenance 

●​ Kiln Troubleshooting: The kiln has failed 3 times in 10 months, requiring repair. 

○​ Example 1 - Found that 2 out of 3 elements were not attached to the 
control panel. This was not recognized until Cone 6 loads were being run. 
This led to the middle element melting and burning out, causing an error. 
Researched parts for kiln’s error codes and personally replaced the kiln's 
element and all thermocouples on two separate occasions. 

●​ Cleaning and Maintenance: Cleaned kiln and renewed kiln shelf wash. 

●​ Saved MS kiln repair fees by collaborating with Kate to find exact parts and 
instructional videos to restore the kiln. 

●​ Repairs have been done in a timely manner, allowing MS members to meet their 
needs. 

●​ "Kiln Dr" is the only repair service in Northern Virginia; however, feedback 
indicates they are not responsive. 

Increased Ceramic Studio Usage 

●​ Due to an increase in ceramic studio members, there is a greater need to 
process more kiln loads. 

●​ Willing to teach and supervise a willing and capable member about the process 
and safety measures needed to set off a low fire/bisque kiln load. 

●​ Willing to respond to member questions about kiln operations and safety via 
Slack within 72 hours. 

●​ Spring-Fall months typically see higher studio usage due to moderate 
temperatures. 



Kiln Room Organization 

●​ Dedicated weekly time to organizing the kiln room to improve efficiency. 

●​ Will work with Bo once the ceramic studio redesign and heating/cooling system is 
approved to improve the studio for all members. 

New Member Orientation to the Ceramic Studio 

●​ Willing to meet with new members monthly to orient them to the ceramic studio 
and its workflow. 

●​ Will teach classes with Kate on a monthly basis and guide students through the 
bisque and glazing process. 

●​ Willing to provide 1:1 wheel technique basics for new or returning potters. This 
will be member-driven, and Bo could refer interested individuals. 

Communication with Members 

●​ Will post updates on Slack when kiln loads are being planned. 

●​ Will keep members informed about the progress of their pieces through the firing 
process. 
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